BY  ORDER  OF  THE  SHAH

at the entrance, strong enough to resist the known forces
of Asia.    Security was assured.

Thus a new word was coined: assassin., from Followers
of Hassan, although Sylvestre de Sacy says the word was
corrupted by the Crusaders from hashish. In those days
the secret of hashish was jealously preserved among a few
savants. Hassan did not encourage habitual use of the
drug, for he found that over indulgence engendered lethargy
and weakness. Sufficient that the creed of assassination
became, in the words of Bernard Shaw, the extreme form
of censorship.

The sect consisted of the Grand Master or Mountain
Chief, whom the Crusaders nicknamed Le Vieux, or Old
One, the Old Man of the Mountains. Beneath him came
the Grand Priors or Propagandists (a word having a
strangely modern significance). A number of ordinary
Priors knew most of the secrets. Lower grades of the
Order were Companions, told as much as was good for
them; Adherents, vowing loyalty; and Destroying Angels,
who spread the terror abroad.

Christian, Moslem, and Jew do as they are bid because
they hope to go to Heaven when they die. Hassan hit
upon the idea of creating a Heaven on earth, that the
credulous might blindly follow him. The Eagle's Nest,
set in a rich valley among shaded trees and exquisite
blooms, and sheltered from prying eyes, was well suited
to his purpose. There was but one entrance, hashish; but
one conception. Heaven; but one final exit, death.

Secure in his fastness, and successful, the Old One set
captive slaves to make the valley into a garden, rare and
exotic as only a Persian garden can be, filled with every
fruit and blossom the heart might desire, and where flowed
runnels of wine. Therein he built golden palaces. He
sought to delude his flock that this was the true and only
Paradise, so he fashioned it after the teaching of
Muhammad; to wit, a garden running with wine and milk
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